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UM STUDENTS FROM GREAT FALLS AREA 
PLAY HOST AT SUMMER ORIENTATION
MISSOULA—
Five University of Montana students from the Great Falls area were among 
the 35 members of the UM Advocates, a student service group, who volunteered 
to help with summer orientation on campus July 23 through 25.
Advocates took time from vacations or jobs to welcome and counsel 225 
students who will enter the UM fall quarter and 57 parents.
The advocates included Jon Flies, son of former Great Falls residents 
George and Gloria Christensen; Scott Johnson, son of Mr. and Mrs. Otto E. Johnson, 
Sand Coulee; Kim Kaiser, daughter of Larry and Laura Kaiser, Great Falls; Jim 
Ledakis, son of James Ledakis, Great Falls; and Polly Meeks, daughter of Shirley A. 
Meeks, Great Falls.
At orientation, the new students were introduced to academic and other 
aspects of college life by faculty advisers and the student advocates. Parents 
learned about financial aid and other matters of particular interest to them.
Orientation programs for new students who did not attend summer orientation 
are scheduled for Sept. 17 and for Sept. 22 and 23.
Helping with orientation and registration each quarter is just one of the 
functions of the UM Advocates. Besides playing host to campus visitors, members 
work with alumni to inform legislators of University needs and visit high schools 
throughout the state to tell students about the UM.
Flies is a 1976 graduate of C. M. Russell High School. He switched majors 
last year from psychology to business administration and hopes to use what he 
has learned in both fields in a career in personnel management.
(over)
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The UM senior was attracted to the UM by its geographic setting, which 
provides ample opportunity for indulging his fondness for skiing and back­
packing. He was also interested in the courses available. He hopes to find 
a job with a corporation in the Northwest after graduation, and he thinks a 
UM business degree will help him attain his goal because of the school's 
reputation in the region.
He has been a member of the UM Advocates for two years, and he works in 
the UM Alumni Center as a coordinator of advocates1 activities.
Johnson, a 1976 graduate of Centerville High School, Sand Coulee, is a 
UM senior majoring in health and physical education with an eye to becoming an 
athletic trainer or coach. Because he is also considering a future in sports 
public relations, he is minoring in interpersonal communication.
As an adjunct to his classroom studies, he works as a student trainee 
on prevention and rehabilitation of injuries under the supervision of the UM's 
legendary Naseby Rhinehart. He coaches sports at Missoula elementary schools 
and for Little League and YMCA programs and is a member of the Montana Officials' 
Associ ation.
Johnson plays intramural softball, football and basketball; enjoys fishing, 
rafting, hiking and boating; and belongs to the UM Ski Club. He is a member of 
Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity and president of the UM Interfraternity Council.
Kaiser, who graduated in 1978 from C. M. Russell High School, enrolled at 
the UM because of academic offerings that would enable her to prepare for a 
career in public relations in either business or government. Her interest in 
government.dates back to her service as speaker of the house in high school 
student government.
The UM junior majors in interpersonal communication and hopes also to get 
into the home economics department's consumer affairs program. This combination 
would give her an advantage in the job market, she feels.
(more)
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Kaiser likes to bike, swim, water-ski and paint, especially watercolors.
She plays intramural softball and tennis.
Ledakis is also a graduate of C. M. Russell High School. He elected to 
attend the UM because it offered an excellent academic program in his areas of 
interest in a physical environment that affords easy access to lakes and mountains.
The senior political science and history major plans to enter law school 
after earning a bachelor's degree.
Ledakis is president of Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity and a member of Phi 
Alpha Theta history honor society. His hobbies include dabbling in real estate.
Before returning to school fall quarter, Ledakis will visit relatives in 
Switzerland and Greece.
Meeks is a 1979 graduate of Great Falls High School, where she was a cheer­
leader and an actress in school plays. Aspiring to a career in drama as a 
performer and director or a teacher, she entered the University of Washington 
last fall. When she discovered that she would not be able to zero in on her 
specialization until her third year, she transferred to the UM because its 
drama program "is also professionally accredited and gives freshmen and sophomores 
a chance to take part in all aspects of theatre— on stage and behind the scenes."
Meeks is working toward a BFA with a major in drama and a minor in dance 
and taking courses to qualify for a teaching certificate.
She served last year as secretary-treasurer of her residence hall. She 
finds time between study and rehearsal to read, dance, listen to music and 
watch clouds.
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